ITOH 

Appl.No. 10/686,631 
September 28, 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 4 and 5 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A specimen centrifuge system comprising: 

a centrifuge unit including a plurality of sp e cimen centrifuges cabinets which are stacked 
in a plurality of layers in a vertical direction , the cabinets storing specimen centrifuges, a wall of 
the cabinets being opened and closed through which the specimen centrifuges are insertablv and 
removably stored in the cabinets ; 

a rack conveyor which conveys a specimen-container rack containing a plurality of 
specimen containers to the centrifuge unit; and 

a rack elevator which conveys the specimen-container rack to one of the specimen 
centrifuges, 

wherein the rack elevator has an elevator provided at a side of the centrifuge unit and a 
robot arm device which is lifted up and down by the elevator and horizontally conveys the 
specimen-container rack to one of the specimen centrifuges. 

2. (Original) The specimen centrifuge system according to claim 1, wherein the 
specimen centrifuges are operated independently and operated simultaneously or selectively by a 
controller. 

3. (Original) The specimen centrifuge system according to claim 1, wherein the 
specimen centrifuges each have a rotor whose rotation direction is set in a given direction by a 
controller. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The specimen centrifuge system according to claim 1, wherein 
the specimen c e ntrifuges are stor e d in a cabinet, the cabinet havmgcomprises a window for each 
of the specimen centrifuges, and wherein the robot arm device is positionable by the rack 
elevator to load the specimen containers in the specimen centrifuges via the windows, 
respectively. 
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